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BILL WEIR (ABC NEWS)

(Off-camera) Don, thanks very much.

BILL WEIR (ABC NEWS)

(Off-camera) Perhaps the most important question we can ask, whether this country is any safer than it was five
years ago and to answer that, we're joined now from the White House by Fran Townsend, Homeland Security and
counterterrorism advisor to President Bush. Good morning to you.

GRAPHICS: HOW SAFE ARE WE NOW?

FRAN TOWNSEND (HOMELAND SECURITY AND COUNTERTERRORISM ADVISOR)

Good morning, Bill.

BILL WEIR (ABC NEWS)

(Off-camera) Are we due for another attack?

FRAN TOWNSEND (HOMELAND SECURITY AND COUNTERTERRORISM ADVISOR)

Well, you know, I, I've said we look at al Qaeda's planning cycle and we know it's about three to five years. It has
been five years since the tragedy of September 11th and so we worry about that every day. But the country is a lot safer
than it was on - before September 11th, and so by and large we've been very fortunate as a result of those efforts not to
have another attack.

BILL WEIR (ABC NEWS)
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(Off-camera) The headline in today's Washington Post says that the trail of bin Laden is stone cold, that the
commandos there haven't received a credible lead in two years. Is that true and how much of our safety depends on his
capture?

FRAN TOWNSEND (HOMELAND SECURITY AND COUNTERTERRORISM ADVISOR)

Bill, let me say this, as you can appreciate, I can't talk to you about the details of the hunt for bin Laden but I can
assure you that that article is not true. We devote enormous resources. We work with our allies in Pakistan and
Afghanistan. We have US military forces and coalition forces in Afghanistan, who devote themselves to this fight every
day, and so with the enhancement of resources in the intelligence community and law enforcement community, we feel
confident that bin Laden will be brought to justice.

BILL WEIR (ABC NEWS)

(Off-camera) We know about cockpit doors, the increased safety there, in airports, but 5% of shipping containers
are inspected. There are malls and stadiums and rail lines and ports.

BILL WEIR (ABC NEWS)

(Voiceover) Of all of our vulnerabilities, is there one that should worry us the most right now?

FRAN TOWNSEND (HOMELAND SECURITY AND COUNTERTERRORISM ADVISOR)

Well, you know, the President has said the thing that concerns him the most is the use - the potential use of a
weapon of mass destruction in the United States by a terrorist group. We've devoted enormous resources in planning,
particularly in the nuclear area, but also in port security in terms of radiation detection and portal monitors and so we
worry about not just the last attack but the potential for future attacks using different modes of attack.

BILL WEIR (ABC NEWS)

(Off-camera) ABC News recently talked to 1,000 Americans. 38% think the government is doing all it can to
prevent further attacks.

GRAPHICS: ABC NEWS POLL WAR ON TERROR

GRAPHICS: IS THE U.S. DOING ALL IT CAN DO PREVENT FURTHER ATTACKS?

GRAPHICS: DOING ALL IT CAN, 38%

GRAPHICS: SHOULD DO MORE, 60%

BILL WEIR (ABC NEWS)

(Voiceover) That's an all-time low. How do you account for that lack of faith?

FRAN TOWNSEND (HOMELAND SECURITY AND COUNTERTERRORISM ADVISOR)

You know, Bill, I'll, I, I will tell you that if we determined our counterterrorism policy based on polls, we'd be in a
very chaotic state. I don't really know what the basis of the poll was or the particulars of the question. I will tell you this
is really a time for us to reflect on the enormous sacrifice and the tragedy that happened five years ago and those who
continue to make the sacrifice on our behalf fighting for freedom around the world today.

BILL WEIR (ABC NEWS)
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(Off-camera) And finally, just - we all wrestle with the line between complacency and paranoia. Where do you put
it and should we think about a terrorist attack, the potential for that every day, every week?

FRAN TOWNSEND (HOMELAND SECURITY AND COUNTERTERRORISM ADVISOR)

Well, I, I, I'll tell you, we need to go about living our lives and I've got small children and I talk to them about the
potential for an attack. It's really a question of being prepared, being prepared today so you don't have to think about it
every day. It's having the family communications plan. It's having those essential things like food and water while
authorities and first responders focus on those in greatest need at the time of an attack. And so my message to the
American people, Bill, is about being prepared so you don't have to worry about it every day even though the threat
continues to be very real.

BILL WEIR (ABC NEWS)

(Off-camera) Fran Townsend, thank you for your time this morning.

FRAN TOWNSEND (HOMELAND SECURITY AND COUNTERTERRORISM ADVISOR)

Thank you, Bill.

BILL WEIR (ABC NEWS)

(Off-camera) Let's turn now to ABC's chief Washington correspondent, host of 'This Week," George
Stephanopoulos, get a little reaction to that interview there. Good morning to you, George.

GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS (ABC NEWS)

(Off-camera) Hey, Bill.

BILL WEIR (ABC NEWS)

(Off-camera) How is this - this message being crafted? Now, the President is going to speak tomorrow night, as
well. What, what did you hear there? What do you think we're gonna hear tomorrow night?

GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS (ABC NEWS)

(Off-camera) Well, you heard the standard talking points, number one, we're safer but not safe enough. The enemy
is still very, very real and that's the balancing act this administration is trying to walk. They wanna convince the
American people that the war is going well but they're also served, at times politically, by convincing the country that
that enemy is still out there very real because Republicans have a traditional advantage over Democrats on national
security. They do have a ways to go, Bill. Look at this new ABC News poll. It shows that only 52% of Americans now
believe the war on terror is going well, and that's been a steady drop since 2002 from a high of about 86%.

GRAPHICS: HOW IS THE WAR ON TERRORISM GOING?

GRAPHICS: WELL, 52%

GRAPHICS: NOT WELL, 47%

BILL WEIR (ABC NEWS)

(Voiceover) And she said, you know, she, she sort of danced around the particulars of how those questions were
answered.
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GRAPHICS: THE POLITICS OF SECURITY

BILL WEIR (ABC NEWS)

(Off-camera) It seems pretty simple. Do you have confidence or don't you? Is that the result of Katrina? Just
general - you know, lack of faith in government overall?

GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS (ABC NEWS)

I think it's partly that. It's partly the war in Iraq. It's partly the fact that Osama bin Laden is still out there. I was
fascinated by your question about this Washington Post story today, which says that the United States has not gotten
even a credible tip on Osama bin Laden in the last two years.

GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS (ABC NEWS)

(Voiceover) You heard Fran Townsend say that isn't true. The Washington Post article was fairly well sourced. It
will be interesting to see how that plays out..

BILL WEIR (ABC NEWS)

(Off-camera) Right.

GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS (ABC NEWS)

(Off-camera) ...in coming days but already Democrats are saying that the White House had pulled back from the
hunt for Osama bin Laden and is now just flooding the zone with resources and rhetoric, the President's rhetoric, now
that we're closing in on election time.

BILL WEIR (ABC NEWS)

(Off-camera) Before I let you go, I got to ask you about this 9/11 movie that's - that starts tonight, so much
controversy and so much pushback from the Clinton administration. How, how is this playing out?

CLIP FROM "THE PATH TO 9/11"

GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS (ABC NEWS)

(Voiceover) Well, it's, it's gonna be interesting to see what ends up in the movie. Chairman Thomas Kean of the
9/11 Commission is also senior consultant on the movie. He's coming under tremendous heat, as well, because of scenes
in the movie, which Clinton administration officials say are just fiction. There's been a barrage of criticism. It sure
seems to me that right now like the movie is going forward. But I think we're gonna have to wait and see exactly what
ends up in it.

BILL WEIR (ABC NEWS)

(Off-camera) Okay. Well, George, much more on this coming up on 'This Week." Thank you, sir. He'll talk...

GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS (ABC NEWS)

(Off-camera) Thank you.

BILL WEIR (ABC NEWS)

(Off-camera) ...to the 9/11 Commission as he, as he mentioned there as well. And we wanna remind you that ABC
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Entertainment's miniseries, 'The Road to 9/11," begins tonight at 8:00 PM Eastern. Kate?
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