History 595
Paper Assignment

***This assignment is required for graduate students.  For undergraduates, it can be used for extra credit or to waive the final exam.***

Prepare a short paper addressing a historical research question using one of the datasets linked to the syllabus, https://pantherfile.uwm.edu/margo/www/595/Datasets2.htm.  If you wish, identify another data set and get it approved. You must use at least four variables for your paper.  

Step 1: Prepare a prospectus for your paper by April 17:
    1. Identify a historical research question and some initial hunches or guesses of what you expect to find.  Review the secondary literature on the data for ideas.  Initial listings are linked to the datasets page.  
    2. Discuss the specific variables, data transformations, and statistical techniques you will use to answer your research question.

Step 2: Conduct the data analysis outlined in your prospectus.  Once you see results, you may wish to revise your initial hypotheses or arguments.  This is fine as long as you are clear on what you are doing.

Step 3. Write up your results.  The paper will likely be short (5-10 pages), with tables or graphs illustrating your results.  Use the materials in the bibliographies attached to the data set for models.  I will work with you on details of the write up once your paper proposal is accepted.


Possible Questions:

Simon Data Set Questions:
       1. Were houses that were built later more valuable than those built earlier? Were there differences among the wards, or among the types of houses.
        2. Compare the well being and family situation of sons of immigrants with those of the immigrant generation. (Consider that the sons of immigrants may be younger on average than the immigrants.) Are there differences among the various ethnic groups, and among the wards?
        3. Analyze the difference between the living situation of owners and renters. Analyze the occupational and ethnic differences between renters and homeowners?

1910 Census of Milwaukee Questions
    1. Compare the ethnic, occupational, and housing situation of the four wards that Simon studied with the rest of the city. Were the peripheral wards different from those in the center of the city?
        2. Who went to school in Milwaukee in 1910? Was school attendance universal? For what ages? What proportion of teenagers worked? Did teenagers both work and attend school? What jobs did they hold?
        3. What proportion of the Milwaukee population were immigrants in 1910? Where did they come from and what kind of work did they do? What languages did they speak? Were the immigrants recent? Did immigrants concentrate in particular parts of the city? What about the children of immigrants? Did they go to school?

Cost of Living Data Set:
	1. Explore the living standards of workers in the Pennsylvania iron and steel workers in 1888.  What did they eat?  What did they spend on food, clothing, shelter, and “extras”?
	2. What were the differences in living standards by the occupations of the workers, e.g., comparing skilled and unskilled, or managers and workers?
	3. Were these workers in debt or did they make more than they earned?
	4. Did families send their wives or children to work?  If so, which and how?

Premarital Sex Survey
	1. Discuss the relationship between the students’ religious backgrounds and their attitudes toward and experiences of sex.
	2. Discuss the relationship between the students’ academic backgrounds (year in school and GPA) and their attitudes toward and experiences of sex.
	
ABC News Polls
	1. What were the determinants of the respondents’ support for or opposition to the Bush administration’s policies on the war on terror?  Did those attitudes change between 2001 and 2006 and how?  
	2. How did people report their reactions to the 911 attacks in the immediate aftermath of the attacks.  How did they report their reactions five years later in 2006?


